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nation. I have directed that a comprehensive scheme shall
be laid before yon, having in view the promotion of these
objects, towards which I invite yonr aid and co-operation."
In pursuance of this announcement there was drawn up by
the Board of Trade, and sanctioned by Parliament, a plan
for the establishment of a Department of Science and Art
under the Board of Trade, with temporary headquarters in
Marlborough House. From that centre it was proposed
that a great organization should ramify over the whole
country, having for its object the encouragement and fos-
tering of education in Science and Art with special reference
to industrial progress. While leaving individual and private
exertion unimpeded, the plan contemplated the purchase
and distribution, at a moderate price, of models, diagrams,
and apparatus for teaching, the purchase of examples for
museums, the loan of specimens from the central museum
in London, and the obtaining of properly trained teachers
for such schools of science and art as each locality might
think fit to establish for itself. These benefit- were to be
imparted by a system in which every district and school in
the United Kingdom might participate.

There already existed several independent institutions
maintained by Government, either wholly or in part, for scien-
tific purposes. These it was now proposed to unite under the
new department. Among them were the Geological Survey,
Museum of Practical (formerly Economic) Geology, and School
of Mines. In the ambitious programme of the department,
the school which had been established by Sir Henry de la
Beche, for a specific and important branch of science-educa-
tion, became the " Metropolitan School of Science applied to
Mining and the Arts," and was to form a sort of nucleusts assistant palaeontologist, J. W. Salfcer, it
